
General Literacy Help

for 

Parents and Carers

How do I? 



The following slides will help you support your child in 
different aspects of their writing and in developing their 

accuracy :  
• Slide 4 – writing checklist 
• Slide 5 – How do I  write a simple and complex sentence ?
• Slide 6 - How do I vary sentences ?
• Slide 7 - How do I  avoid comma splicing ?
• Slide 8 - How to use the apostrophe of omission and possession ?
• Slide 9 - How do I choose the right homophone ?
• Slide 10 - How do I learn my spellings ?
• Slide 11  - How do I improve essay writing vocabulary ? 
• Slide 12 - How do I write a formal letter ?
• Slide 13 - How do I write a personal letter ?



The following slides will help you support your child in 
different aspects of their writing and in developing their 

accuracy :  

• Slide 14 - How do I write a formal report ?

• Slide 15 - How do I write a diary ?

• Slide 16 - How do I write a  leaflet ?

• Slide 17 - How do I write a speech? 

• Slide 18 - How do I write a discussion essay ?

• Slide 19 - How do I write an evaluation ?

• Slide 20 - How do I write instructions?

• Slide 21 - How do I write a  newspaper report?

• Slide 22 – How do I  plan my work? 



✓ spelling

✓ punctuation ( .,’! “”?- : ;)

✓ paragraphs

✓ tense

✓ was were

✓ to two too

✓ their there they’re

✓ an or a

✓ your  you’re

✓ aim to write 15 to 20 

words per sentence

✓ connectives

✓ interesting opener

✓ literary devices if 

applicable

✓ capital letters / MINTS

✓ y+s= ies

✓ new speaker= new line

Stop after every third line and check

Use this writing 
checklist to check the 
accuracy of your child. 

You may wish to make 
your own depending 
on what errors are 
frequently made. 





Complex sentences are made up of a main clause that makes sense 
on its own, and one or more subordinate clauses that do not make 
sense without the main clause. 

The main and subordinate clauses should always be separated by a 
comma in the sentence. 

There are three different ways that a complex sentence can be 
structured and you should be able to use them all in your writing. 

1: Main clause first:

•The dog barked at the postman , baring his sharp teeth in warning.

•I ran towards the lift ,  hoping desperately I would make it before the 
doors closed.

•I entered the exam room , nervous and filled with dread. 

•Exercise is important , although a healthy diet is equally vital to your 
health. 

3: Subordinate clause embedded in the main clause with a pair of 

commas:

• His hands , which were normally steady , began to shake uncontrollably.

•The sky , that had been blue and clear , suddenly turned dark and stormy. 

•Ysgol Cwm Brombil School , which opened in 2019 , is in the town of Port 
Talbot.

2: Subordinate clause first:

•Baring his sharp teeth in warning , the dog barked at the postman.

•Hoping desperately I would make it before the doors closed , I ran 
towards the lift. 

•Nervous and filled with dread , I entered the exam room.

•Although exercise is important , a healthy diet is equally vital to your 
health. 




































